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Philosophy (from Greek I11ti»1¢ [f1¢ 11T T+, philosophia, literally "love of wisdom") is the study of general and
fundamental problems concerning matters such as existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind, and
language. The term was probably coined by Pythagoras (c. 5704€“495 BCE). Philosophical methods include
questioning, critical discussion, rational argument, and systematic presentation.
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The Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy is the most ambitious international philosophy project in many
years. Edited by Edward Craig and assisted by thirty specialist subject editors, the REP consists of ten
volumes of the world's most eminent philosophers writing for the needs of students and teachers of
philosophy internationally.
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Indian philosophy refers to ancient philosophical traditions of the Indian subcontinent.The principal schools
are classified as either orthodox or heterodox 4€* Aestika or nAestika &€ depending on one of three alternate
criteria: whether it believes the Vedas as a valid source of knowledge; whether the school believes in the
premises of Brahman and Atman; and whether the school believes in ...
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Immanuel Kant (17244€“1804) is the central figure in modern philosophy. He synthesized early modern
rationalism and empiricism, set the terms for much of nineteenth and twentieth century philosophy, and
continues to exercise a significant influence today in metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, political philosophy,
aesthetics, and other fields.
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David Lewis (19414€“2001) was one of the most important philosophers of the 20th Century. He made
significant contributions to philosophy of language, philosophy of mathematics, philosophy of science,
decision theory, epistemology, meta-ethics and aesthetics.
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